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May 12, 2022 

Dear Bentley Families, 

I am reaching out to you for support on two topics as we wrap up the 2021-22 school year. The 
first has to do with vaping and the second has to do with bullying. I understand that students will 
say and do things we wish they hadn’t done—that is why the age of majority is 18 and not 12, 
15, or even 17…because growing up is a process. We work to not only hold our youth 
accountable for their actions, but to help them grow into better versions of themselves. To best 
support our youth, though, we need your help! 

Vaping has become a rampant problem at the middle and high schools. Students come to school 
with nicotine and THC vapes, both of which are illegal, not to mention unhealthy. We have 
collected 170 vapes from students this year! The Student Discipline Code, which is in the 
Student Handbook* states, “The school prohibits the sale, distribution, use, or possession of any 
form of tobacco or electronic cigarettes or similar devices during school time or at any school 
activity.  This prohibition also applies when going to and from school and at school bus stops” 
(p. 39).  This also shows up in the discipline plan as ATOD (Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other 
Drugs).  

Bullying is another issue. Bullying is “unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged 
children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the 
potential to be repeated, over time” (www.stopbullying.gov). This is also addressed in the 
Student Handbook (pg. 48). So often, kids use unkind words with each other; sometimes it starts 
off as joking, sometimes it is kids “trash talking” each other, sometimes it is situational anger, 
and less often, it is behavior that involves a power imbalance that is repeated over time. When 
issues are reported, we work to understand the whole story—because there is always more to an 
issue than the one side that is first presented. Sometimes reports are made to retaliate, sometimes 
they are made to escape having to go to school, sometimes they reveal a misunderstanding, and 
sometimes the reveal an issue of bullying.  

We are committed to keeping students safe—physically and emotionally. That means we spend a 
lot of time trying to figure out all the facts in a situation. Then we need to help students, families 
and staff understand the facts (as appropriate), and then identify and carry out appropriate 
discipline. We are not legally allowed to discuss other people’s children with non-guardians, 
which includes discipline outcomes. That doesn’t mean we don’t discipline; we just can’t discuss 
it. Please know that we are committed to helping all children become better versions of 
themselves—it’s a process. And, it really takes a village to raise kids. 

The ask: if you become aware of an issue, call your child’s teacher or principal and respectfully 
let them know. If you wonder about an issue, please call and respectfully ask. In other words, 
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refrain from letting it fester or going to social media, both of which lead to distrust and 
frustration for many.  

We trust that you are working to raise respectful, responsible citizens. I hope you trust that we 
are working to do the same. When we work together, we can have an even better, broader 
impact.  

As always, feel free to reach out to me with questions or suggestions. 

Respectfully, 

 

Dr. Kristy Spann 

 

*The Student Handbook is provided annually at registration and is always available on the 
website at www.bentleyschools.org under the “District” tab toward the bottom of the list. 
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